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Annual Review: 2020 | etter from our Director

~ Build, Strengthen

Despite the global pandemic, our strategic But as McKinsey (2020), highlighted last April,
approach: BUILD, STRENGTHEN & EVOLVE “The bad news is that the math is daunting. Such
provided our guiding principles to boldly tackle a pathway would require dramatic emissions

the toughest long-term problem in the climate reductions over the next ten years—starting now.”
emergency at a global scale. With less than 10 What was crystal clear from the study was that
years to halve global emissions and align to a 1.5 . there is no scenario for reaching alignment to a
degrees C pathway we knew that 2020 was the 1.5-degree pathway without global deforestation
beginning of a critical decade. The good news was falling by at least 75 percent or halted completely
that a 1.5-degree pathway is technically achievable. by 2030.

Three challenging—yet possible—scenarios could limit warming to 1.5°C.

Emissions per source, metric gigatons of CO5 (GtCO,) in 2016 and 2030

2016 2030
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Annual Report 2021

From inception through negotiation into the Paris
Climate Agreement, CfRN has always championed
the conservation mechanism - Reducing Emissions
from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD+) as
the only global solution to halt deforestation. And

never has REDD+ been more critically needed than
this decade. So, rather than pause for reflection
during this year’s global crisis - and in spite of a
freeze on formal international climate negotiations
- we decided to double down on efforts, and:

+ strengthened our team with new executive talent,

» Launched the REDD.plus platform and country
registries to allow the sale of our countries'
carbon reductions as carbon credits

« moved online with in-country technical training
services, providing training to more than 100
experts, and

 participated in all virtual negotiating and
coordination sessions staged by the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCQ).

This year | was truly inspired by the effort,
resilience, and hope that our team and countries
showed despite the pandemic. It is a testament to
their commitment to our mission that we had such
a great year.

| am excited to share this statement with you.

Special Envoy and Ambassador for
Environment & Climate Change
for Papua New Guinea

& Executive Director,

Coalition for Rainforest Nations




Annual Review: 2020

< Republic of Congo, 2019: Day trip to Maloukou Trechot with the

team: Carine Milandou, Charone Okombi, Lisa Louvouandou,
Préféré Milandou et Destin Lockegna.
» Gabon, 2020: training on the GHGI with Gabon national experts.

A Conversation with Eloise Guidi, Greenhouse
Gas Inventory and REDD+ Expert at CfRN

Eloise Guidi started at CfRN
in 2017 and is a Greenhouse
Gas Inventory and REDD+
expert. She works with
CfRN's technical team

to help rainforest countries build their
capacity for measuring, verifying, and
reporting greenhouse gas emissions

to UNFCCC. In the last few years, she

has worked closely with the Republic

of Congo, Democratic Republic of

Congo, Gabon, and Guyana, and has also
provided support in Cameroon, Kenya,
Uganda, Saint Lucia, and Dominica. In this
interview, she talks about what drew her
to CfRN and the importance of her work:

Why is CfRN’s work urgent?

Our work is key to the success of the Paris
Agreement, which aims to keep global temperature
rise to well below 2°C. As part of the agreement,
countries must submit greenhouse gas inventories
on a regular basis to track their progress in
achieving their emission reductions goals. If we
don't know where countries stand in terms of

their greenhouse gas emission levels, then they
won't be able to create targeted policies to curb
the trends and comply with the agreement. CfRN
makes sure that rainforest countries are aware of
the latest guidelines, decisions, and methods for
collecting the best data available to complete their
greenhouse gas inventory.

What was your education?

| studied in Switzerland, my home country, at the
University of Lausanne and left with a master’s
degree in environmental science.

www.www.rainforestcoalition.org

Celebrating Our People

What sparked your passion for preserving
tropical rainforests in other countries?

Every forest is important and provides
unprecedented benefits to local communities and
the world. Forests in Europe are well regulated

and protected; in Switzerland, you even have to
request permission to cut down a tree that is on
your own property. But in many tropical countries,
land planning is still in its infancy and sparks a lot
of conflict. It is not uncommon to see a protected
area that also has a mining concession or a logging
concession on it. Only by monitoring forests will
developing countries be able to understand forest
cover loss and create better land planning systems.

“I love to learn about
new cultures and ways
of addressing these
iImportant issues with
incredible experts from
all over the world.”
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Republic of Congo, 2019: On the bus from Brazzaville
to Kinele with the full team

Ghana 2018: This was a joint mission with experts from DRC
and Ghana. On the last day we visited of the Cocoa farm close
to Accra. In the picture: Remi Mangani, Arsene Byaene

What was your first mission?

In my first mission abroad, | visited three countries
in three weeks as part of my training. We went to
Panama, the Dominican Republic and then Guyana.
| was really excited and a little nervous before | left.
It was an intense trip, but very enjoyable, as we
gathered many insights into how we could help.

What do you love about your job?

| wanted to play my part in fighting the climate
emergency while learning about the world and its
cultures. This job allows me to do both, and | learn
new things all the time. | am not an authority on the
Congo-Basin forests or the Gabonese agricultural
system, but when | work with national experts, we're
able to exchange knowledge. They explain how

their agriculture and forestry system works, and in
return, | show them how best they can present this
information so that they are compliant with the Paris
Agreement. Since 2017, | have worked with some of
the smartest people in the Caribbean and Africa within
a wide range of government departments, indigenous
communities, and other not-for-profit organizations
and development agencies. All the people | work with
in these countries are passionate about what they do
and give everything they have to this effort.

How do you measure land use and land
use change emissions?

To estimate land use and land use change emissions
or removals, you need two key elements: emissions
factors and activity data. The emissions factors
are the sources of carbon present in a land use,

like living biomass, soil or dead wood. The activity
data is the area of each land use (forest, cropland,
grassland, etc.) and the changes between one

land use to the other. We use satellite imagery

to interpret how much of the country is forest,

how much is cropland, etc., and we track changes
over a number of years. Until recently, cost and

limited software options prohibited access to high
resolution satellite images. Now, high-quality data
sets are much more accessible. They help countries
produce accurate estimates about how land is
being used and what changes occur over time. With
these images, we are able to determine the year of
the land use change, which helps us produce more
accurate emissions estimates.

What challenges do you face?

Access to good data is the number one challenge.
Government agencies or research groups may
not have the right data because other agencies or

www.www.rainforestcoalition.org
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“CfRN is unique in that
we offer a country-
centred approach to our
service, basing training
on where countries
currently are and what
they need.”

11
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ministries hold them. There is often a disconnect
between agencies collecting the data and those

that submit them to the UNFCCC. Also, there are
instances where data are available but not in the right
format or quantity for the reporting period. Finally,

in many cases, the data are simply not yet available.
Sometimes, countries may have one- or two-years'
worth of data, whereas we need a series of more
years for Paris Agreement compliance. Collecting
new information can take months, even years.

How is CfRN different from other
organizations that offer technical training?
CfRN is unique in that we offer a country-centered
approach to our service, basing training on where
countries currently are, what they need, and the
available capacity, which can vary. Some countries
have experienced teams and may only need
support with quality assurance, whereas others
need technical training and capacity building for
carrying out emissions estimations. We enter into a

“We need more people
doing this work, and
there is so much to do.”

country relationship with a clear goal, but operate
with full flexibility in how we reach that goal. We
have foundational training materials and steps to
follow, but in most situations, we adjust and adapt
our services to what that country needs. In Gabon,
we recently supported the national team in the
preparation of their Greenhouse Gas Inventory
(GHG:i), whereas in the Republic of Congo we

are collecting new data on land use and land use
change to update the country’s inventory. Since we
work extensively with many experts in the southern
hemisphere, we also proactively create and
strengthen regional networks between countries.
We provide them with opportunities to share their
experience and knowledge. We call our approach ‘a
south-south exchange'.

What is it like for a woman working in
climate and forest conservation?

My experience has always been positive. At CfRN,
our technical team is all-female. It's also great to
see so many women occupy high positions within
the environmental ministries and agencies of the
countries we work with. For example, in the Republic
of Congo, the government takes a strong position
on promoting women to leadership positions.
Currently, both the minister of the environment and
the minister of forestry are women. The country also

celebrates International Women's Day as a major
event each year. Saying that, overall action is slow,
but | am hopeful this will improve over time.

What would you say to a prospective donor
who is thinking about supporting CfRN?
Many rainforest countries are committed to
reaching their Paris Agreement goals, but unlike
developed countries, they need support with
technology and capacity building before they can
make informed policy decisions. A major focus of
CfRN'’s work is improving the capacity of a country
to collect, measure, and verify data. That's what
your generous contributions go towards.

The first step is to understand where a country
can best make carbon emission reductions. In the
developed world, emissions come predominantly
from industry, the power sector, buildings, and
transport. In rainforest countries, emissions come
from loss of forests. Land use change-when
forests are cut down for timber or farmland-is

the biggest emitter. By preparing accurate and
complete greenhouse gas inventories, countries can
determine which sector will have the most impact
on their national carbon footprint and make better
decisions surrounding their nationally determined
contributions under the Paris Agreement.

www.www.rainforestcoalition.org
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<« Womenday 2019: | was asked to moderate a debate

between 4 professional women on Women’sday 2019
during our stay in Kintele.

Meeting of the COMIFAC experts in Libreville Gabon,
Picture of all the women experts present at the meeting.

‘Family’ picture during Milan’s Global Workshop.

Team brainstorming during retreat in Franciacorta, Italy.

What would you say to a young person
who wanted to follow in your footsteps?
Join us! The job is amazing, and you will really make
a difference in the world. We need more people
doing this work, and there is so much to do! You
get to conduct research and work with experts
from different regions and expertise areas to find
important solutions. The field is growing so much
that you get the chance to make your mark and
provide your own valuable contribution. We have a
lot of freedom to provide input into what others are
trying to build.

“The job is amazing, and
you will really make a
difference in the world.”
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Background

Known for its abundant natural
resources and biodiversity, Belize
is home to vast tropical forests. In
fact, Belize has the highest forest
cover in both Central America and
the Caribbean. However, between
1980 and 2010, Belize lost one fifth
of its forest cover to deforestation.

While over 60% of Belize's land
surface is still covered by forest,
some 20% of the country’s

land is covered by cultivated

land (agriculture) and human
settlements. Belize had a 2018
Forest Landscape Integrity Index
mean score of 6.15/10, ranking it
85th globally out of 172 countries.

Savanna, scrubland and wetland
constitute the remainder of
Belize's land cover. Important
mangrove ecosystems are also
represented across Belize's
landscape. Four terrestrial
ecoregions lie within the country’s
borders: Petén-Veracruz moist
forests, Belizian pine forests,
Belizean Coast mangroves, and
Belizean Reef mangroves.

Belize is a leader in protecting
biodiversity and natural resources.
According to the World Database
on Protected Areas, 37% of
Belize's land territory falls under
some form of official protection,
giving Belize one of the most
extensive systems of terrestrial
protected areas in the Americas.

www.www.rainforestcoalition.org

The Belize Forest
Department

Belize has become a role model
for other countries in the region
and globally for institutionalizing
the capacity-building process

for the REDD+ mechanism. Their
lessons learnt have been widely
disseminated across the region,
helping other countries, like Saint
Lucia and Dominica to improve their
data collection, processing, and
reporting. The Belize forestry team
often gives presentations to both
regional and global workshops.

The Belize Forest Department
oversees the sustainable
management of Belize's forest
resources. The Forest Department
is a leading example of a modern,

SEERtry
Profile

Belize

committed government agency
with a well-trained, accountable
and professional staff that
coordinates resources for the
sustainable management of Belize’
natural resources. Their efforts
contribute to the achievement of
local, regional, and global goals for
present and future generations.
The collection of activity data is
critical for the preparation of the
NDCs, Greenhouse Gas Inventory
(GHG:), and the national Forest
Reference (Emission) Level

(FRL) report. The FRL undergoes
a rigorous revision process by

the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) and enables countries
to participate in the results-based
payment for REDD+.

Between 1980 and 2010, Belize
lost one fifth of its forest cover
to deforestation.

15
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Species

Belize has a rich variety of wildlife
because of its unique position
between North and South
America and a wide range of
climates and habitats for plant
and animal life. Belize's low human
population and approximately
22,970 square kilometers (8,867
sg mi) of undistributed land make
for an ideal home for the more
than 5,000 species of plants and
hundreds of species of animals,
including armadillos, snakes, and
monkeys. The Cockscomb Basin
Wildlife Sanctuary is a nature
reserve in south-central Belize
established to protect the forests,
fauna, and watersheds of an
approximately 400 km? (150 sq
mi) area of the eastern slopes of
the Maya Mountains. The reserve
was founded in 1990 as the first
wilderness sanctuary for the jaguar
and is one of the premier sites for
jaguar preservation in the world.

Our Work with Belize
CfRN works with Belize on
mapping and measuring its
forests as well as supporting on all
submissions for UNFCCC REDD+
Mechanism. In 2020, Belize
completed a land use assessment
cycle 2000 to 2018, using Collect
Earth. The study identified all

land use and land use changes,

16
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Chiquibul Forest Reserve.
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From top - The Cockscomb Basin Wildlife »
Sanctuary is one of the premier sites for
jaguar preservation in the world.

Scarlet macaws are native to Central and
northern South America.

including damage and disturbance
to forests by fires, logging, and
hurricanes. This information was
key to updating Belize's national
greenhouse gas inventory, which
is part of both its commitments to
UNFCCC REDD+ Mechanism and
the Paris Agreement.

CfRN supported Belize's work with
its capacity-building foundational
platform. The platform helps
countries harmonize data for
reporting Agriculture, Forests and
Other Land Use (AFOLU) sector
and the greenhouse gas inventory,
so that national forest conservations
targets, called Forest Reference
Level Emissions (FREL/FRL) can
be set. Belize submitted its 2000-
2015 baselines in 2020, including

a modified version. This modified
version included comments and
suggestions from the UNFCCC
Technical Assessment team, which
improved the quality of the report.
Later in the year, Belize submitted
its REDD+ Technical Annex, which
included the REDD+ verified
carbon reductions from 2016-2018.
Currently the country is finalizing
the UNFCCC Technical Assessment.

To learn more about Belize
submissions to UNFCCC
REDD+, check out the
REDD+ hub
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CfRN helps rainforest governments,
communities and peoples responsibly
manage their rainforests through:

In-Country Capacity Building: Offering rigorous technical

training to aid rainforest countries in developing national. Y

greenhouse gas inventories v B AT W’ = 4 .
. W s ‘

Policy Support: Helping countries shape strong policyt&?'; 1 T

fight deforestation and increase forest cover 2 ::', ;&3 = ;{__‘
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Greenhouse Gas Inventori

Country impact
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In 2020, as part of UNFCCC requirements for
Results-Based REDD+, the following countries
completed and submitted their Forest Reference
Emissions Levels (FRELS) and Bi-ennial Update
Reports (BUR).

Forest Reference Emissions Levels:

1. Belize: Submitted FREL Jan 2020, modified
FREL Aug 2020

2. Ghana: Submitted FREL Jan 2021

Saint Lucia: GHGi ready for
submission TIBUR 2020

Dominica:GHG ready for

_submissi ".1BUR-.202}) ; j

vl ’
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In-Country =

Capacity
Building

Despite covid-19 travel restrictions, CfRN continued
to provide RRR+ countries with immediate and critical
training and capacity-building services in measuring
greenhouse gas inventories and forest reference
levels. CfRN'’s technical team quickly adapted to the
changes posed by the pandemic and developed a

full online training service and resource portal for our
countries. In June, we rolled out our online resource
site, called REDD+ Training & Resources, where we
offered up-to-date articles, news, webinars, training
materials to enable continuous learning for our experts
to take advantage of during lockdowns. The site

had immediate impact. Our technical team offered
regularly scheduled communications to support our
rainforest nation partners, providing daily, weekly and
bi-weekly virtual calls, so that our in-country.teams
felt we were consistently by their sides. In addition

to keeping an open line of communication, continuous
virtual training and workshops were implemented in
order to meet our reporting deadlines.

In total, we provided online training to more than
100 experts in Bolivia, Congo, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Fiji and others on Reporting under the
UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement, and worked with
countries on a variety of capacity-building areas.
This training ranged from the development of the
GHG inventory AFOLU section to the preparation of
National Inventory Reports; from the submission of
Forest Reference Emissions Levels to the development
of the Technical Annex with REDD+ Results;

from trainings on the Paris Agreement reporting
requirements to sessions on access to finance and
payments for REDD+ results.

22

/I 25 - 28 February 2020
_:_ Gabon

Gas Inventories(GHGi)-and
Inter-Governmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) for the

: Saint Lucia
and Dominica :
Online trainings on the
development andfcompletion of

Rt

the GHG inventory AFOLU ang:-----.

development of the National :
Inventory Report(NIR)

N Gabon 5
10 Online trainings and discussions
took place on GHGI preparation

V 22 June
‘ Democratic People’s

Republic of Congo (DRC)
Online training on preparing the
REDD+ Technical Annex

-

NN 10-12 August
s Bolivia

‘Workshop on CfRN support
‘and REDD+ Measurements,

under the UNFCCC and the Paris
Agreement S

A oo

" 1418 September,

8 Republic of Congo
Workshop on the introductiorfto

" ‘Collect Earth online and :

===l 8 and 22 Julg} and 9

“:September, Fiji

and Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC) and : ;
e 16 and 30 September and

consistency with the GHGi
e 14and2§0ctober,Fiji
26 August Online training: Uncertainty

REDNGEI workshop .
GHG inventories and REDD+:
consistency on climate chang_e

assessment, key category analysis,
time series consistency, quality
assurance (QA) and Quality Control
(QC), Reporting

reporting in developing countries. . .|

www.rainforestcoaliticraotgn.org

Republicof Congo

i = 15.October
(average two online

trainings per week), Ghana
Online trainings on the
development and completion of
the GHG inventory AFOLU and
development of the FREL

V 3, 8 and 14 December
‘ Democratic People’s
Republic of Congo (DRC)

Online training on the REDD+
results and access to finance

In-Country Capacity Building

N 11, 14, 17 and 21 December
NN Gabon

Online training and discussion on
FRL

23
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Pristine primary forest dominates the »
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landscape in this aerial shot of the
Cockscomb Basin, Belize.

~ Belize

National Inventory Report for
inclusion in the 4th national
Country communication (2020)

timeline REDD+ Technical Annex to the
Biennial Update Report (BUR) (To
be confirmed)

1. Submission of Forest Reference
Emissions Level (FREL) to
UNFCCC. Training team on

FREL UNFCCC Technical
Assessment
\ETD! 2. Training on National Inventory
activities in Report for Agriculture Forestry
2020 and Other Land Use (IR

AFOLU) for inclusion in the
Fourth national communication

3. New Greenhouse Gas Inventory
cycle started with new data
collection

CfRN activities

During 2018 and 2019, CfRN supported Belize
team in developing the GHG Inventory and the
FREL from scratch. The focus of 2018 was data
collection which led to the 2019 focus of data
processing. As a result of CfRN's support, Belize
successfully submitted the FREL to the UNFCCC
in January 2020. CfRN accompanied Belize in the
Technical Assessment (TA) process throughout
the whole 2020.

24

In addition, CfRN assisted Belize in the preparation
of the National Inventory Report for Agriculture
Forestry and Other Land Use (IR AFOLU) for
inclusion in the Fourth national communication
and in starting the new Greenhouse Gas Inventory
cycle started with new data collection. New forest
data from 2018 and 2019 were collected in 2020 to
form the basis for the new reporting.

Regarding the training on FREL Technical
Assessment, due to Covid-19, CfRN re-organized
the original in-country mission as a virtual training
session. The training covered National Reorting to
UNFCCC, application of the 2006 IPCC guidelines
and Forest Reference Level and the Reporting for
Results-Based REDD+.

| Bolivia

Development of new Greenhouse
Country Gas Inventory for Agriculture
timeline Forestry and Other Land Use
(2021)

1. Checklist on Institutional
Arrangements

Main 2. Workshop on the consolidation
activities in
2020 Verification (MRV) of
Greenhouse Gases under
the UNFCCC and the Paris

Agreement

of the Measuring, Reporting,

www.www.rainforestcoalition.org

CfRN activities

During 2020, Bolivia joined the Reporting for
Results-based REDD+ (RRR+) project and receive
capacity building support on the REDD+ and

MRV reporting requirements under the UNFCCC
and the Paris Agreement. This cooperation with
Bolivia is particularly notable opportunity for RRR+
as the country had not been very active on data
collection and reporting of their greenhouse gases
through a national inventory prior to the training.

At first, CfRN helped to clarify the role and tasks
of the institutions involved in the GHG inventory
and data collection process and offered an
intense training on the REDD+ MRV international
requirements. During the training national experts
were updated on the reporting requirements for
developing countries under the UNFCCC and
the Paris Agreement, the timeline to carry out
the report, including flexibility in light of national
capacities and the review of the 2006 IPCC
guidelines, and the steps required to complete
the GHG inventory for the Land Use, Land Use
Change and Forestry (LULUCF) sector.

After the workshop, several subsequent meetings
were held with the national team to discuss next
steps regarding the update of the GHG inventory
and explore available data in the country.



Capacity Building

Republic of Congo

Third National Communication CfRN activities

o Since 2020 Congo has been working on the Third
First Biennial Update Report by . o o
2022 National Communication, submission planned
2021. Support on the GHG inventory from CfRN

New Fi t Emissi Ref . .
e rorest Emissions RETErence has been ongoing since 2018 and lately focused

level / Forest Reference Level ] ]
(FREL/FRL) (to be confirmed) on improving Accuracy, Completeness and

Consistency of Land Use and Land Use Change

1. Support in collecting new data Data through a series of activities to collect and

for Land Use, Land Use Change refine national data in this sector. The goal is to

and Forestry (LULUCF) produce an enhanced GHG inventory for inclusion
2. Reporting Requirements in the first Biennial Update Report and the new

under the new Transparency Forest Reference level.

Framework Agreement

In 2020, to help provide the required expertise
and support, CfRN lead a unique constellation

of agency partners, including the US Forest
Service (USFS) and the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization. The following activities were
completed:

¢ Workshop on the mapping tool Collect Earth
Online and discussion on the implementation of
a national procedure to collect data

¢ Developing a national protocol on data
collection for the land use, land-use change and
forestry (LULUCF) sector followed by 45 days
of data collection using Collect Earth Online

¢ Reporting requirements under the Paris
Agreement enhanced transparency framework

< Government team from Congo

www.www.rainforestcoalition.org 27
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Syndicate forest. a primary tropical forest in »

Morne Diablotin National Park, in Dominica,
Eastern Caribbean.

T

 Dominica
L

Greenhouse Gas inventory
Agriculture Forestry and Other
Land Use (AFOLU) and National
Inventory Report (NIR) for inclusion

in 3rd National Communication
(NC) (2021)

1. Training and support in the
development and completion of
the GHG inventory AFOLU

2. Training and support in the
development and completion
of the NIR AFOLU for
inclusion in the 3rd National
Communication

CfRN activities

In a country where the national datasets for
supporting the estimation of GHG emissions and
removals from the Agriculture, Forestry, and Other
Land Uses (AFOLU) sector were almost lacking, in
2019, CfRN started to build technical capacity of
Dominican experts for collecting land use and land use
change data using the Collect Earth mapping tool.

Following the data collection, CfRN led a technical
training program to build capacity and increase
knowledge about the tools available for AFOLU.
The end result of the training program was the
established a national team capable to develop

of the GHG inventory in the AFOLU sector for
inclusion in the National Communications (NCs)
and/or Biennial Update Reports (BURs), as well as
the REDD+ Forest Reference Emission Level.
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Capacity Building

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)

v e

First Biennial Update Report with
REDD+ Technical Annex for 2021

Fourth National Communication
by 2022

1. Support on national legislation
on climate change

2. Training on REDD+ Reporting
and Green Climate Fund (GCF)
Process [completed]

3. Quality assurance of GHG
inventory AFOLU

4. Quality assurance of REDD+
Technical Annex

www.www.rainforestcoalition.org

CfRN activities

CfRN support to DRC on the National GHG
Inventory and the Forest Reference Emissions
Level (FREL) has been ongoing since 2017. In
2018 the country submitted its first FREL and to
ensure consistency between the FREL/FRL and
the national GHG inventory, national experts under
the Plateforme Technique de Concertation (PTC)
decided to adapt the data of the FREL/FRL to
the GHG inventory. The work was done during
2019, delaying the submission of the BUR. In 2020,
the country decided to add a REDD+ Technical
Annex to the BUR to ensure the accuracy of this
document. The plan is now to submit a BUR with
the REDD+ TA and a consistent GHG inventory to
the 2018 FREL/FRL by the end of 2021.

In 2020, support and training was also provided
on the process to access REDD+ results-based

payments, in particular on modalities and
opportunities to access to the REDD.plus platform.

<« Okapi Wildlife reserve

29



SHUTTERSTOCK

Annual Review: 2020

CfRN activities

The original plan for Phase Il of the RRR+ project
was to complete the training cycle on emissions
inventory issues as well as an update of the
greenhouse gas inventory (GHGI) in order to

submit the FREL to the UNFCCC by January 2021.

Despite covid travel restrictions, CfRN completed
and delivered its online training cycle on time.

Plans for updating the GHG Inventory for the
Biennial Update Report were still in progress and
required additional work in 2021. In the first phase
of the project, the main finding was the need to
improve and update the activity data. So, this
became the primary activity for CfRN'’s

technical team.
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< The endangered Fiji Banded Iguana.

Country Forest Reference Level (FRL) by
timeline end of 2021

1. Training on REDD+ and
Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDCs)

2. Training on Greenhouse Gas
Inventory for Agriculture
Forestry and Other Land Use
sector (AFOLU)

Main
activities in
2020

3. Development on Institutional
Arrangements and Data
Availability Checklist

Several working sessions were also held with the
Ministry of Economy and the Ministry of Forestry
to organize and update the inventory of GHG
emissions from the LULUCF sector. Work was also
completed to establish a technical work team to
update their inventory.

CfRN's technical team focussed on the checklist
for the evaluation of the available data on activity
data and emission factors.

Country
timeline

Main
activities in
2020

Joint first Biennial Update
Report/3rd National
Communication by April 2021

Forest Reference Level (FRL) by
end 2020

1. Support on national legislation
on climate change (outcome 1)

2. Support in the development of
the GHG inventory (outcome 2)

3. Quality assurance for the FREL/
FRL (outcome 2)

Capacity Building

CfRN activities

Since September 2019, after the signing of the
Gabon-Norway agreement, the country has
been working diligently on the preparation and
submission of its first Forest Reference level
(FREL/FRL). The country also restructured the
internal setup for reporting to the UNFCCC,
giving the mandate to the Conseil National Climat
(CNC). The CNC is now in charge of submitting
the Third National communication and the first
Biennial Update Report (BUR). At the same time,
the preparation of the FREL/FRL requires the
collection of new land use and land use change
data to ensure a full and consistent time series
that would provide an accurate report. Data was
gathered with support from CfRN team. Under
CfRN guidance, CNC decided to postpone the
submission of the third National Communication
to include the new data and the use of the 2006
IPCC guidelines. The goal is now to present a GHG
inventory fully consistent with the FREL/FRL.

<« CfRN REDD+ technical expert, Eloise Guidi
(center) with the Gabon climate team 3]

SHUTTERSTOCK



Annual Review: 2020

Ghana

Submission of Forest Reference
Emissions Level (FREL) to
UNFCCC by January 2021

Training and support in the
development of the FREL

CfRN activities

As part of the country engagement for Reporting
for Results-Based REDD+, CfRN and Ghana
committed to a joint work program to achieve the
following goals:

¢ Evaluate national activity data and emissions
factor, with CfRN's technical team providing
technical advice for data collection and GHG
calculations

6 Develop Ghana’s National Greenhouse Gas
(GHG) Inventory

¢ From the National GHG Inventory, extract the
forest related information for Forest Reference
Emissions Level (FREL) and submit to UNFCCC
in January 2021

¢ Provide necessary information to update the
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC),
where needed.

l" “‘,
CfRN and Ghana engaged in &=
a series of meetings to assess

available data.

As a result of close
cooperation with CfRN,
Ghana successfully submitted
its FREL report in 2021

32

GHANA’S NATIONAL FOREST
REFERENCE LEVEL

The Critically endangered »
African Elephant in Ghana

- Mozambique

A

Submission of 2nd National
Communication and 1Ist Biennial
Update Report 2020

Quality assurance Biennial Update
Report

CfRN activities
A technical analysis of Mozambique's 2019 GHG
Inventory for Agriculture Forestry and Other Land
Uses (AFOLU) took in February 2020 by UNFCCC
experts. Mozambique's team was informed that
their GHGi was mostly in adherence with the
UNFCCC reporting guidelines though gaps and
improvements were identified and shared with
the country for further discussion and for the
development of action plans. Mozambique shared
the draft of its First Biennial Update Report (BURT)
for quality assurance (QA) with CfRN. The newly
appointed national Forest Director expressed an
interest in engaging collaboratively with CfRN for
the next four years. A meeting was organized with
Mozambique's team to identify immediate actions
that CfRN could develop, including its

W National Communication, BURT and

‘\\ GHGi. Future activities consistent
\ with Phase Il of Reporting Results-
: Based REDD+ Project will also be
discussed in meetings in 2021.

SHUTTERSTOCK
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Saint Lucia

Greenhouse Gas Inventory (GHGI)
for Agriculture, Forestry and Other
Land Use (AFOLU) and National
Inventory Report for inclusion in
Biennial Update Report (BUR) 1
(2021)

Forest Reference Level for
submission in January 2021

1. Training and support in the
development and completion of
the GHG inventory AFOLU for
inclusion in BURI1

2. Training and support in the
development and completion
of the NIR AFOLU for inclusion
in BUR1

3. Training and support in the
development and completion of
the Forest Reference Emissions
Level

CfRN activities

National datasets supporting a higher-tier
estimation of the emissions and removals from

the Agriculture, Forestry, and Other Land Uses
(AFOLU) sector (in agreement with latest guidance
by the IPCC) were lacking. CfRN provided training
and capacity building to Saint Lucia for collecting
land use and land use change data using the Collect
Earth Tool mapping tool. This took place in a joint
mission with Dominica, Panama and Belize at the
end of 2019, and was followed by different stages of
quality control during the first weeks of 2020.
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Ministry of Agriculture, Flsheries,
Physical Planning, Natural
Resources and Co-oparatives
2021

CfRN created
bespoke training
material to build
national capacity.
It included specific
manualsworking
documents, and
directed, comms advice.

FOREST REFERENCE
EMISSIONS LEVEL (FREL)

To-date, the GHG inventory has been finalized
and is under Quality Control. This, along with the
NIR will be incorporated in the first BUR.

SHUTTERSTOCK

Resources Hub

One early challenge that we faced during the
pandemic was how to continue providing crucial
technical training and capacity-building services
despite international travel restrictions. So, in the
summer, we initiated a project to move all our in-
country training services online. A big thank you to all
those who helped us during this period.

At the end of 2020, we launched the Reporting
for Results-Based REDD+ (RRR+) Resource

Hub. This new proprietary software helps provide
crucial training and capacity-building services in
measuring greenhouse gas inventories and forest
reference levels. Offering articles, news, webinars,
workshops, and training materials, the RRR+
Resource Hub platform will enable
continuous learning, round the
clock and irrespective of time zone.
The software is only available to our
rainforest country partners.

www.www.rainforestcoalition.org

Capacity Building

Features

24-hour access to an extensive selection of
resources pertaining to our RRR+ Capacity
Building Initiative, including:

¢ The International Climate Change Regime:
UNFCCC Paris Agreement

¢ REDD+ Measurements, Reporting, Verification
¢ Nationally Determined Contributions and REDD+

¢ Reporting to the UNFCCC and the Paris
Agreement

¢ South-South Knowledge Exchanges

< Measuring, reporting, and
verification of land use
and land use change are
critical to understanding
deforestation and loss of
rainforests.
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In October, virtual G77 meetings
were held under the chairmanship
of Guyana. CfRN executive director,
Kevin Conrad was asked to speak
to the assembled countries on
nature-based solutions and the
importance to tropical rainforests.
This is what he had to say:
‘ ‘ Thank you, Ms. Gardner. Let me also thank
HE Uddin and HE Mendes Mazano for their
excellent insights.

Effective land management (forest, agriculture,
soils) could sequester more than 100% of current
annual CO2 emissions. Let me say that again ...

Before | get started on that, let me first thank
our good friends in Guyana for leading the G77
and initiating this important event ... and profiling
the important role of eco-systems.

Let me also thank the Secretary General,
H.E. Antonio Guterres, and
Executive Secretary, H.E.

Patricia Espinoza, for their
leadership and vision.

Despite the postponement of formal
negotiations on the Paris Agreement
until the Conference of the Parties
(COP26) in 2021, we participated in all
virtual negotiating and coordination
sessions staged by the UNFCCC during

the pandemic. The CfRN Secretariat

contributed to and exchanged views

on Article 6 and its transparency under :
the Paris Agreement. We provided |
guidance on the scheduling of the (
subsidiary bodies’ meetings in the lead {
up to COP26. In September, the CfRN {"
secretariat participated on behalf of all its
member countries in joint consultations |
with the COP25 Presidency, COP26
incoming-Presidency, the Chair of the

Subsidiary Body for Technological Advice

(SBSTA) and the Chair of the Subsidiary

Body for Information (SBI) to plan the

work ahead on Article 6 of the Paris

Agreement. Other key UNFCCC virtual

activities in which we participated

included the Climate Dialogues

(November 2020), which were designed

as a substitute meeting in place of

COP26. Summaries of all these meetings

were circulated amongst our countries.

Presidents, Ministers

and Excellencies,

as many of us have
mentioned today, forests,
agriculture and land are
critical contributions by the
G77 toward future below
1.5 degrees.

01-12 NOV 2021
GLASGOW

Policy Support

' Low Carbon Development
- Path toward 2020 Agenda

The IPCC estimates that
our unsustainable land
practices may be currently
contributing about

25"

of total carbon emissions and

L4

of global methane releases.

Hear this, to meet our climate goals, our forests,
agriculture, and soils can and must lead the way.

The IPCC estimates that our unstainable land
practices may be currently contributing about
25% of total carbon emissions and 44% of global
methane releases.

Reframed, however, land may provide 100% of our
necessary solution .... But only for a limited time. As
we all know, natural systems have limits.
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Don't get me wrong. We must transition to 100%
carbon-neutral energy. Scaling up renewable
energy is fundamental to climate stability.

However, here is the point, by combining the
necessary transition to renewable energy, and
other emissions-free energy, along with full
implementation of the REDD+ mechanism and
regenerative agriculture, we can ensure a future
below 1.5 degrees.

Of course, it won't be easy, but it is possible.

The world at large is beginning to
understand this.

Sir David Attenborough
recently released ‘A life on
our plant’, what he calls
his witness statement.

Sir David argues that by
rewilding our world, we
can both defeat climate
change and reverse
biodiversity loss.

At the same time, a
documentary called ‘Kiss
the ground’ highlights that
soils are critical to a stable

climate future.

According to a study by the Rodale
Institute, “if we converted all global crop
lands and pastures to regenerative agriculture, we
could sequester more that 100% of current annual
CO, emissions.”

Distinguished delegates, the G77 can lead the
way ... underpinned by sufficient and predicable
financial support. Full implementation of the
REDD+ mechanism and regenerative agriculture
does not need to wait for technology.
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In the context of the UNFCCC
and the Paris Agreement, the

REDD*

MECHANISM

is the only tool that is
complete, and

DELIVERING!

E ¢ The technology of “how not to cut
m @Q@ a tree” is very well known.

¢ Humanity has been growing
food using natural systems
for 200,000 years.

This sustainable
approach ensures food
security for our people.

It provides sustainable
livelihoods for our rural
communities.
In the context of the UNFCCC
and the Paris Agreement, the
REDD+ mechanism is the only tool
that is complete. And it is delivering! Over 8
gigatons of REDD+ results already and we are just
getting started.
Of great concern, current financial support is
woefully insufficient and unpredictable.
Colleagues, as humans, we have figured out how to
sell $1.2 trillion in soft drinks annually ... sugar water.
At the same time, we have invented financial
systems that currently oversee more $100 trillion.

Private wealth: $33 trillion.

¢ Pension funds: $32 trillion

¢ Insurance companies: $25 trillion
€ Mutual Funds: $25 trillion

It's a simple point. To say that we as society '

cannot figure out how to raise something
on the scale of $1 trillion annually to defeat

climate change is ridiculous. We can, we must.

Reliance on public funds, however, will never
lead to success. We must harness the global
economy. However, we must be thoughtful!

Technology is important, but not a panacea.
For example, there is a muddleheaded fixation
today on technology-based removals. The
extractive pressures on our natural resources
that would be necessary to sufficiently scale
such machinery is unsustainable. The full
costs are astronomical. Think about it.
Presidents, minsters, excellencies, we know
what to do. We know how to do it.

¢ To save the plant, protect forests.
¢ To save the plant, regenerate our soils.

We know our future hangs in the balance.

The full implementation of the REDD+
mechanism and a global return to
regenerative agriculture can be scaled
globally ... today. For this reason, the CfRN
has launched the REDD.plus Platform. Visit
www.redd.plus

Distinguished excellencies, we have the
next 10 years to significantly bend the curve.
Together, we can achieve a climate future
below 1.5 degrees.

Thank you.

www.www.rainforestcoalition.org

Team News

TEAM NEWS

~ Building for

- Success

{
|
)

Investing in talent is critical to completing our
mission - and ensuring that REDD+ becomes a
global success in this critical decade. We began the
process of capacity-building within CfRN by making
three strategic hires within finance, marketing and
communications, and project management.

In April, Michael Mitchell joined as senior

project manager. Michael brings 15 years of

experience initiating and delivering results

< and effective change for a wide range of
industries. At the Coalition, Michael focuses on project
management of experts as well as systematizing

\ capacity-building and training for rainforest countries.

In September, Mark Grundy joined as
managing director of global marketing &
communications. Mark brings two decades of
experience in marketing and communications

within energy, environment and climate on both sides

of the Atlantic. He supported CfRN as a client with

[ Edelman Public Relations for the Copenhagen Climate

| Summit (COP) 2009, where he executed a successful

global media campaign for REDD+, supporting CfRN's

| effort on the Copenhagen Accord. He then spent 10
years with mission-driven renewable energy not-for-

) profit organizations, Rocky Mountain Institute and Sir

Richard Branson’s Carbon War Room.

Finally, Paul DeNoon joined as director of
policy. Paul boasts a 28-year finance career
at Alliance Bernstein where he was a senior

vice president and fixed-income portfolio

: manager. During his tenure Paul built the firm’s

,"‘ emerging market debt and multi-sector fixed income

, products, having direct oversight of some $60billion of
"[ client assets.
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‘Finance:

In 2020, CfRN continued to build out its multi-faceted
REDD+ platfdrm, which aims to help rainforest nations
‘and their stakeholders finance successful conservation
: action, called UNFCCC REDD+ results, through their
conversion to carbon-credits.

-
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We secured a commitment from our
first country; the Independent State
of Papua New Guinea (PNG) for the
sale of carbon reductions as forest
carbon credits. Papua New Guinea’s
carbon reductions will become the
first nationally issued REDD+ forestry
carbon credits to go on sale to
corporations and consumers.

The credits come from rainforest conservation
efforts over a thirteen-year period which
successfully slowed the pace of deforestation,

and brought annual deforestation levels down to

an annual average of 0.5%, according to a report
published by United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC). As a result of these
efforts, UNFCCC verified 9 million metric tonnes

of carbon reductions. The results were posted on
UNFCCC REDD+ Information Hub along with four
other prerequisites to UNFCCC REDD+ verification:

¢ National REDD+ Strategy
¢ National Forest Reference Level

¢ National Forest Monitoring System

[}

Safeguards Information Summary.

We are planning a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOQOU) between PNG's Climate Change and
Development Authority and REDD.plus, managed
by CfRN, so that the credits can go on sale in 2021.

Finally, our policy team has been engaging and

providing input, on an informal basis, on behalf of
rainforest nations with the Taskforce for Scaling

www.www.rainforestcoalition.org

Direct Finance

| What is REDD.plus?

A multi-faceted platform to help rainforest nations and
their stakeholders finance REDD+ results through the sale
of carbon credits.

i . .8

GCNE!’II ments Private Sector Communities

REDD.plus @

fh R B

Governments Consumers Financial Corporations

Sellers =
Rainforest §
Countries

m Coalition for Rainforest Nations

Voluntary Carbon Markets. Launched by Mark
Carney, UN Special Envoy for Climate Action

and Finance Advisor to UK Prime Minister Boris
Johnson for COP26, the Taskforce is working to
build consensus on how best to scale up voluntary
carbon markets and finally, present a blueprint

of actionable solutions. Our position is that any
revitalized market must be linked to the Paris
Agreement and the global carbon budget.

Any revitalized (carbon)
market must be linked
to the Paris Agreement
and the global carbon
budget.
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A 3-in-1
Platform

REDD.plus Sales Platform

Buying REDD+ Result Units lets people pay for
emissions that they can’t reduce while supporting
developing nations that preserve their rainforests. It
allows everyone to take action to fight the climate
emergency. Every $11 will buy one ton of reduced
carbon emissions and preserve two rainforest
trees. The global sales platform will allow real time
purchases of forestry carbon credits, called REDD+
Result Units (RRUs), by individuals or companies.
We hope that the platform will help raise awareness
about a country’s conservation efforts and results.

REDD.plus Registry

CfRN also partnered with Markit - an information
services company - to design and build national
registries for all our countries. Once a country joins
REDD.plus, they gain access to and ownership of
their national registries which they can then upload
their carbon reductions to and convert to REDD+
Results Units. Each time a company or individual
makes a purchase, the carbon credits will be retired
automatically and deducted from the registry
amount of the supplier.

REDD.plus Exchange

Finally, CfRN partnered with CBL Markets - a
global exchange providing access to multiple
energy, environmental, and other soft commodities
- to build an online trading exchange for countries
and buyers to conduct large transactions directly.
Once registered and approved, buyers will be able
to work directly with countries to bid and purchase
carbon credits.

A (From top) The REDD+ Carbon Credits Sales Platform, REDD.plus Registry, REDD.plus Exchange

B

 {
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“With REDD.plus
Exchange once
registered and
approved, buyers will
be able to work directly
with countries to bid
and purchase

carbon credits.”

www.www.rainforestcoalition.org
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Direct Finance

PAPUA NEW GUINEA TURNS CORNER

ON DEFORESTATION

6 Deforestation: Between 2000-2013,
Papua New Guinea saw an average loss of
0.5% of its national rainforest annually or
197,000 hectares of forest. The highest
annual deforestation figures came in
2013 with a loss of 39,676 hectares. Loss
was primarily due to conversion of forests
to croplands for both non-commercial
agricultural needs of its population (63%)
as well as commercial agriculture (30%).

Degradation of remaining rainforests,
primarily for commercial logging was also
a major concern. Peaking in 2012 with
240,000 hectares, government action led
to steadily declining degradation from 2013
onwards. 2014 and 2015 showed a marked
decline in deforestation in both drivers.

Reforestation and forest rehabilitation
activities: Conversely, efforts to enhance
forest cover through reforestation and
forest rehabilitation activities were
limited, despite ambitious goals set out
within Papua New Guinea’s Vision 2050
to establish 800,000 hectares of forest
plantation by the middle of this century.

Aérial photo of the coast of New.Guinea
with jungles and deforestation
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What Makes UNFCCC REDD+
carbon credits high quality?

Certificate of REDD+
Results Units

This certifies the purchase of 100,000 REDD+ Results Units (RRUs)
by Company X on Date X, 2021.

Each unit represents 1 metric tonne of reduced CO2e emissions from
national actions taken by the government of Papua New Guinea to
conserve its tropical rainforests under the UNFCCC REDD+ Mechanism
between 2014-2015.

Despite the poor reputation that project-based
REDD+ has earned over the past decade, REDD+
carbon reductions from tropical rainforests remain
the critical climate solution without which our
climate goals will not be possible. The great news
is that UNFCCC-verified emissions reductions
from a country’s conservation efforts will soon be

converted into carbon credits and accessible to all.

Key Benefits

¢ Scale & Rigor: The UNFCCC REDD+
Mechanism, which is mandated in Article 5
of the Paris Agreement, created a financial
value for the carbon absorbed by rainforests
and offers performance-based payments for
national conservation efforts that have been
proven. Despite little public awareness, the
REDD+ Mechanism has already delivered over
9 billion UNFCCC verified emissions reductions
some of which have been purchased by
developed countries like Norway and Germany.

4ty

¢ Carbon Credits that Count! UNFCCC
REDD+ activities are part of a country’s overall
greenhouse gas inventory under the Paris
Agreement, which means retirements can be
seamlessly integrated into a country’s nationally
determined contributions (NDCs). This provides
the accounting transparency to ensure that
emissions reductions are not double counted
and make corporate purchases of carbon credits

climate emergency.

¢ The Global Standard: The guidelines for
MRV (measurement, reporting and verification)
of emissions reductions under the REDD+
mechanism are created by one standard
setter - the UNFCCC, formalized in the Paris
Agreement, and approved by 192 countries.

4 \

¢ Climate Equity: The REDD.plus platform
provides a cost-effective way for retiring
entities to purchase emissions reductions
directly from rainforest nations and confidently
know that their payment is going directly to
those who created the outcome.

¢ No Emissions Leakage: REDD+ Results can
only be generated if there is a net reduction of

o Ve
director
i S Ao hon o directly relevant to country efforts to tackle the emissions on a national scale. This eliminates

the risk found in subnational, jurisdictional, and
project programs where deforestation can be
‘leaked’ or displaced outside the boundaries of
the program.

¢ Ongoing “Belt-tightening”: REDD+ is
part of the Paris Agreement which means
that countries are obliged to improve the
robustness and ambition to reach global
carbon neutrality before 2050.

¢ Role of Governments and National Action:
Success in preserving and restoring rainforest
requires clarity and enforcement of land-
tenure and land-use regulations. Simply put,
good government policies are critical to saving
rainforests, with the authority and responsibility
for forests vested locally.

www.www.rainforestcoalition.org
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REDD+ Results can
only be generated if
there is a net reduction
of emissions on a
national scale. This
eliminates the risk
found in subnational,
Jjurisdictional, and
project programs where
deforestation can be
‘leaked’ or displaced
outside the boundaries
of the program.
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Country
Profile
Gabon

Country Profile

Gabon

With 88% forest cover, Gabon holds a special status as a
High-Forest, Low-Deforestation (HFLD) country with the o Gabon is forging that path with its

second-highest percentage forest cover in the world (after Low Emissions Development Strategy

Suriname). The government of Gabon has demonstrated e i
strong leadership and action to protect its forests. - (LEDS) to increase economic growth

SHUTTERSTOCK

Background with 89.3% of its land area forested. Gabon Timeline harvest rotation to at least

Gabon is a country on the west There are three distinct regions: 20 years, and to submit

coast of Central Africa. Located the coastal plains (ranging between 1996 Gabon adopted its first 30-year management plans

on the equator, Gabon is bordered 20 and 300 km from the ocean'’s forest policy to increase for forest concessions.

by Equatorial Guinea to the shore), the mountains (the Cristal the forestry sector’s The Code also prescribed

northwest, Cameroon to the north, Mountains to the northeast of contribution to economic that by 2009, 75% of raw

the Republic of the Congo on Libreville, the Chaillu Massif in and social development. logs would be processed in

the east and south, and the Gulf the center), and the savanna Gabon prior to export.

of Guinea to the west. It has an in the east. The coastal plains 2001A new Forest Code was

area of nearly 270,000 square form a large section of the World signed into law requiring 2002 President Omar Bongo

kilometers (100,000 sq mi) and its Wildlife Fund’s Atlantic Equatorial logging companies to Ondimba designated

population is estimated at 1.7 million coastal forests ecoregion and undertake sustainable roughly 10% of the nation’s

people. Its capital and largest contain patches of Central African management of their territory to be part of its

city is Libreville. Gabon generally mangroves especially on the Muni concessions, to employ national park system (with

has an equatorial climate with an River estuary on the border with low impact harvesting 13 parks in total), one of * Participants in the CfRN training s§
National Climate Council in Libre

extensive system of rainforests, Equatorial Guinea. techniques, to lengthen the largest allocations ip il
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of nature parkland in

the world. The National
Agency for National Parks
manages Gabon’s national
park system.

2009 Gabon was still far
from reaching its wood
processing goal, so
President Ali Bongo
Ondimba halted all export
of raw logs and required
that 100% of timber be
processed in country.
These restrictions started
to come into effect
in 2010 and were fully
implemented in 2011.
This radical measure was
intended to generate
more value-add and jobs
on national territory,
but also contributed to
professionalizing the sector
and to a significant drop
in total wood production,
thereby reducing
emissions.

2018 The Gabonese President
announced that all logging
concessions must be FSC
certified by 2022.

Participants in the CfRN training session at
the National Climate Council in Libreville

Population (Million)

258

Land Area
(1000 sg.km)

14.3%.BIn

GDP

89.5%

% Forest Area

-0.3%

Deforestation avg.
annual %, 2000-2015

20.5%

Terrestrial protected
areas — % of total
land area

Grey parrot of Gabon »

Summary

Gabon's forests store high levels
of carbon, host exceptional
biodiversity, provide resources and
livelihoods for rural populations,
and regulate rainfall and mitigate
climate change at the national,
regional and global level.

Gabon's Forest Reference Level
(FRL) serves as a benchmark

for assessing the country’s
performance in implementing the
five REDD+ activities. Gabon had
a 2018 Forest Landscape Integrity
Index mean score of 9.07/10,
ranking it 9th globally out of 172
countries.

Gabon is forging that path with
its Low Emissions Development
Strategy (LEDS) to increase
economic growth and become
an emerging economy through
sustainable policies and actions,
while conserving its natural
ecosystems and contributing to
global climate efforts.

Our Work with Gabon
Since September 2019, after

the signing of the Gabon-
Norway agreement, CfRN has
been supporting Gabon in the
preparation and submission of its
first forest conservation targets,
called Forest Reference level

.
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Joint first Biennial Update Report (BUR) /3rd
National Communication (2021)

COUNTRY
TIMELINE

Forest Reference level (2021)

Support on national legislation on climate change

MAIN
ACTIVITIES

(FREL/FRL). The preparation

of the FREL/FRL required the
collection of new land use and
land use change data to ensure a
full and consistent time series that
would provide an accurate report.

In addition, Gabon is currently
building a legal framework under
the new Climate Change law. The
new regulatory framework is set
to modify existing legislation on
environmental protection to better
adapt to the new reality created
by the Paris Agreement. This law
will consider requirements under
the UNFCCC REDD+ Mechanism
and provide guidance on how

the country will implement future
climate policies to reduce its
emissions in coming years. Support
has been provided by CfRN to
Gabon national experts on the

Support in the development of the Greenhouse Gas
IN 2020 inventory (Quality assurance for the Forest Reference
Emissions Level/Forest Reference Level)

draft law. The country will undergo a
further round of comments before
finalizing the process. In addition,
CfRN support is aimed at ensuring
any new legislation or modification
of existing legislation is in line with
the REDD+ Measuring, Reporting
and Verification requirements under
the UNFCCC REDD+ Mechanism
and the Paris Agreement.

The country is also preparing a joint
report for the first Biennial Update
Report and third National Commu-
nication. This joint report will con-
tain the GHG inventory, in which the
AFOLU sector will be fully consist-
ent with the FREL/FRL. Submission
of this report is planned for 2021.

To learn more about Belize
submissions to UNFCCC REDD+,

check out REDD+ Hub

African forest elephant grazing in the dense »
forest in Gabon at Loango National Park
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https://redd.unfccc.int/submissions.html?country=gab

T J
Mission to Nairobi, Kenya, February, 2020. Capacity building
on GHG inventory in the transport sector organized by UNEP
for African experts.

In the picture experts from: Morocco, South
African Republic, Ivory Coast, Janvier(Gabon

s g

v

-

Ly
A Conversation with Janvier Kevin and the second year with the council. He helps critically important climate reports uu_!“
Ndong Nzogho, National GHG Gabon gather data and submit climate reports about Gabon's greenhouse gas ‘
inventory coordinator of Gabon to the UNFCCC, so that Gabon follows the Paris emission levels and climate strategies =
Agreement. Here he talks about the importance to UNFCCC. | also lead on the national -

Janvier Kevin Ndong Nzogho is the national of his work, and his experience working with CfRN methodology for greenhouse \k-a..

coordinator of Greenhouse Gas Inventories gas inventories and

(GHG:i) at Gabon government’s advisory body What do you do? develop and monitor o

on climate change, the National Climate Council As the national coordinator of Greenhouse Gabon's national

(CNCQC). Thisis his 5th year in his current role Gas Inventories, | have many duties. | develop inventory system

5 O wwwwww.rainforestcoaliti
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Celebrating Our People

“l get to do what I love.

| educate people and

provide them with the

tools to adapt and

become more resilient to

climate change.”
' Il %

Missionin Douala,Cameroon. It focused on the
validation of the COMIFAC forest inventory guidance
prepared by JIACA.

Capacity building on GHq inventory in'the transport sector
organized by UNEP for Afriéai_;;t..__exp n the picture trainers
from GIZ with one participan i Zambia and Janvier 4

L]

and the database. The database provides

all national data and information for

the reports to be submitted to the Paris
Agreement. Finally, | am also the technical
focal point between the national teams
developing Gabon’s Forest
Reference Level and all

communications with
UNFCCC.

Sl



Annual Review: 2020

Visit of an agricultural experimentation site v
in the North of Gabon for the count of Green
Future International.

What do you love most about your job?

[ love my job because | enjoy learning new things,
facing new challenges, and meeting people. The
most satisfying thing about my job is that | get to
do what I love. | educate people and provide them
with the tools to adapt and become more resilient
to climate change.

What brought you into this line of work?
How did you get into the position?

My passion for the environment. As a child, | loved
learning about the environment, especially growing
plants. In the last year of school, | decided to go
into agriculture, and studied rural sociology and
climate change. After my studies, | worked as a
consultant for the General Directorate of the
Environment in the Ministry of Forests. My focus
was on greenhouse gas inventories for agriculture.

What is the effect that climate change is
having on your country?

Climate change is affecting Gabon'’s climate.

We no longer know when the dry season or

rainy season will arrive. Over the past ten years
the seasons have become highly erratic and

“Climate change is
affecting Gabon’s
climate. We no longer
know when the

dry season or rainy
season will arrive.”
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unpredictable, especially in the provinces of
Ogooué (Port-Gentil,) the Estuary (Libreville), and
Woleu-Ntem (Bitam) which are the regions | visit
the most often.

Why should people care about tropical
rainforests?

Tropical rainforests play a big role in the
balancing the global climate through their carbon
sequestration. They also provide essential natural
services to humans, like purifying water, and
provide habitats for wildlife and plants. Personally,
forests provide me with a sense of tranquillity,
peace of mind, and promote a healthy well-being.
The more we devastate the forests, the more

we will lose the benefits that forests and their
ecosystems offer us.

What was your first mission?

| have been on several field missions, but the

one that sticks in my mind the most was a forest
project in the town of Lastourville. The purpose
of the mission was to calculate the carbon stock
of the forest concession for the National Climate
Council. For me, it was the first time that | had had

to do allometric equations. | learned the theory
during my studies, and the mission allowed me to
put theory into practice.

What is the impact of your job?

Many young people are still unaware of the
opportunities that climate and sustainable
development offer. At the CNC, we train
university students and educate staff from
government institutions and agencies. The
training includes knowledge-sharing and
technology, like using software to calculate
greenhouse gas inventories. Currently, we are
in the process of carrying out a six-month
climate modelling course for students and other
stakeholders.

www.www.rainforestcoalition.org

What challenges do you face in doing
your job?

In Gabon, we do not have enough climate change
experts to do the work. In many cases, we have to
re-train people from other fields, and try to raise
awareness about the urgency of climate change.

What would you say to a new country that
was thinking about working with CfRN for
the first time?

Personally, | find CfRN very effective, especially in
terms of the speed and efficiency with which they
complete their work. | would highly recommend
them to any organization, especially, those facing

a tight deadline for submission to the UNFCCC. |
would also say that CfRN is very well-organized.
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Annual Report 2021 CfRN Financials for 2020

CfRN Statement of
Financial Position 2020

ASSETS 12/31/2020 12/31/2019 SUPPORT AND REVENUE 12/31/2020 12/31/2019
revenue revenue

Cash 6,899 eSS Grant Revenue 1,555,907 30% 2,449,327 58%
Contributions receivable 990,357 1050932 Contribution Revenue 3321798 63% 1785342 42%
Grants receivable 1,439,083 = Other revenue 149,416 3% _ _
Other receivables - - Investment income 222128 4%

Due from related party 23,952 23,952

Total Support and Revenue $ 5,249,249 100% $ 4,234,669 100%

Restricted assets - grants - -

Advances - travel 20,500 -
Property and equipment, net 4152 2,476 0 0

perty and equip EXPENSES 12/31/2020 1232019 | * of total
Security deposits 88,251 88,251
Intangible asset 70,000 - Program 2,401,403 85% 2,133,338 86%
Investments 1771544 - Management and General 430,805 15% 346,559 14%

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 12/31/2020 12/31/2019

Total Expenses $ 2,832,208 - $ 2,479,897 100%

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 209,848 392,934
Payments 1,999 1136
Accrued payroll liabilities 1,490 22,940
Deferred rent 14,637 14,637
Deferred grant revenue = 37170

Restricted liabilities - grants - -

Total Current Liabilities $ 227974 $ 478,817
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Annual Report 2021

In 2020, CfRN
was awarded a
Platinum Seal
of Transparency
from charity
watchdog,
Guidestar, which

represents the
highest level of
recognition.

Thanks to Our Donors

Partners $4M - $400,000

The Norwegian Agency for
Development (NORAD)
[talian Environment ministry (IMLES)

Visionaries $399,000 -
$100,000
+ Charities Aid Foundation

Colin Rust and Jeannie Tseng

+ Druyan-Sagan Associates, Inc.

Effective Altruism- Berlin

 Effective Altruism- Switzerland

PayPal Donations

+ The Benevity Community Impact Fund

Champion $99,999 - $50,000

Alexander D. Rogers

» Fulcrum Foundation

Green Room Trust, via SoGive

+ Matthew Stone Dietz

Michael Traut Wahl

+ National Philanthropic Trust

Rethink Charity

+ Ryan McKillen

Schwab Charitable

+ The Srikant Family Fund

Innovators $49,999 - $20,000

3D Total & Tom Greenway

+ Alex Liand Julie Tung

Chandan Devireddy- The Devireddy
Endowment

Charles Hartwell Espinosa

« Corio Foundation

Fidelity Charitable Donor Advised
Fund
John W Mooty Foundation

Kent Matsuzaki - Economy Plumbing
& Air Conditioning

M. Lia Boveilan

M.Agnushult

Network for Good

ReThink Charity

Robert J. Bauer Family Foundation
Rogers Family Foundation: Kevin
Rogers and Bao Phan

Schwab Charitable

Your Cause- Blackbaud Giving Fund

Promoters $19,999 -$10,000

.

.

Arian K. Kambakhsh

Bessemer Trust Company

Bill Weaver

Buckmaster Foundations

Buffer Inc.

Daniel Smith

Erica Anderson Foundation
Gregory Denton and Janice Dilworth
Impact Assets

Jakob Schwarz

Jordan & Jessica Librande
Katherine Stansifer

Laird/ Alpern Charitable

Michele Gorla & Vicki Michela -
Impack Assets

Ms. Preston Rylee

Robert J. Bauer Family Foundation
Sierra Club Foundation

Steven Leuthold Family Foundation
The Gift Trust

The Steele Family Foundation
Thomas Jay Hoover

Thoralf Gutierrez

Vangaurd Charitable

William Todd

Leaders $9,999 - $5,000

+ American Endowment Foundation

+ Anglo-American Chartiable
Foundation

+ Anja Kenagy & Kenan Bitikofer

+ Ari R. Weinstein Fund

+ Bright Funds

+ Britton & Elizabeth Nielsen
Chartiable

+ CommonWealth Charitable fund

+ Daniel Weaver & Katie Goetz

+ DeWanda Wise- Jurassic World
Dominion

+ Donna Wardenaar

+ Dr & Mrs Fabian Proano

+ Dr. Sandra Beckers

+ Elyse Mercier

+ Erik Bergman

+ Evan Schwartz

+ Federico Speziali & Flyability

+ Frank and Kerry Brenninkmeyer

+ Heitman LLC

+ lan Gonzalez

+ Jones Family Charitable - Stanley A
Jones

+ Kim & Mueller Family Fund

+ Lex Speal

+ Mark and Karen Criswell

+ McCurdy Family Foundation

+ Mike & Dorothy Don

+ Mr. Alan D. Feldman & Mrs. Deborah

+ Mr. and Mrs. Janis Zech

+ Mr. Wilfried Durand

+ National Philanthropic Trust

+ Nicoholas Benfey Charitable Fund

+ Paul DeNoon

* PAW Inc.

www.www.rainforestcoalition.org

+ Rob Futrick and Margaret Saunders
Fund

+ Robert & Catherine Miller Charitable
Foundation

+ Romeo Hodges

+ Scott Romans Charitable Fund

+ The Leo Walsh Foundations

+ The Merle Guenther Memorial Fund

+ The Mesdag Family Foundation

+ UK The Charities Aid Foundation

+ Victor Ng

+ William Moors, MD & Theresa
Schlager, MD

+ Xin Yang Yak & Scott Yak

+ Zieger Family Fund

Advocate $4,999 -$1,500

+ The Annie and Ira Solidarity Fund

+ Alaiya Aguilar

+ Allan Blood & Ellen Forsythe

+ American Endowment Foundation

+ Fearon/ Derrer Charitable Fund

« American Glass & Mirror, Inc

+ Annie Rogove

+ Bloomberg

+ Bonnie Bogle

+ Bylo Chacon Charitable Fund

+ C4 Medical Writing LLC

+ Caitlin Bladt

+ Caleb South

+ Cambridge RAG

+ Christopher Lincoln

+ Daniel Weaver and Katie Goetz

+ David and Suzanne Warner

+ David Erb

+ Dr.Harvey L. Shubert

+ Dr. William Moors & Dr.Theresa
Schlager

Donors

Advocate $4,999 -$1,500
(Continued)

.

.

Elizabeth &Ruben Kraiem

Eric Ross and Nicole MacNeel

Gil Hersch

Hanson Family Foundation
Heitmann LLC

Ignaz Forstmeier

ITW

Jackie and Josh Rubin

James Pfeiffer and Katherine
Swigart-Harris

Jan Vicek

Jason Wadsworth - The Wadsgreen
Giving Fund

Jeremy Rosenthal

JFMC- Jewish Federation of
Metropolitan Chicago

John Grant

Karina Bech S rensen

Katie Griffiths

Krabek-Hofer Giving Fund
Larrimore Family Charitable Fund
Leong, Denise

Longfield Family Charitable

Luke Pallithanam

Marloes Boere

Max Wright Charitable Fund
Michael and Kathleen Kinslow
Morgan Stanley Gift Fund

Ms. Ellen Spertus - The Golden
Spertus Fund

Ms. Emily Robinson & Mr. Michael
Berkowitz

Ms. Laura Coursen

Neil Gaiman & Amanda Palmer
Nisha Ligons Donor Advised Fund
Oetker Digital

Oppenheimer & Co, INC
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Annual Review: 2020

“Thank you to all our donors this year and in
previous years. Together, we can save the last
remaining rainforests.”

Pam Lewis Foundation

+ Peter Eisenberg & Mary Cajacob -

The Eisenberg Family Foundation

» Richard & JoAnn Hirth

Robin Briggs

* Rudolf Steiner Foundation Inc.

Salesforce

+ Sean M.Creighton

Sebastain A Luy

* Smith-Kenschaft Fund

Social Good Fund

+ Stripe

Sue Crolick

+ Susan Stoughton

The Abraham and Roger Sohn
Memorial Foundation
The Dreamliner Fund

+ The Heymann Foundation

The Kathryn & Peter Kim Foundation

+ The Krabek/ Hofer Giving Fund

The Kuo Paris Family Fund

+ The Obegi-Baird Fund

The Parker Family Giving Fund

+ The Sam & Caroline Fund

The Thompson Street Charitable

+ Tim Reynolds

VERSED

+ Wagner-Litzke Fund

William Schley Knight

+ Wright & Millich Do-A-Lot- Family Fund

Yael & Daniel Marks

* Y-Lan Boureau
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Supporters $1,499-$1,000

« Amy Hepworth-Bell- Evenlode
Investment Management

+ Andrew Michaelis Ow, Alexis
Feldscher Ow & Zachary Ow

+ Angelo & Mary Cali - Family
Foundation Inc

+ Avram & Annie Hiller

+ Carlos L .Araya & Mrs. Luiza
Naslausky

Carolyn & Phillippe Marguet

+ Catherine Bendebury & Puru
Choudary

+ Chad and Christina Conwell
Charitable Fund

+ Charles D Denkenberger

+ Cheryl Frank

+ China Pavillion

Claudia Kolb

+ Clayton Family

+ Cory Brunson

« Cristopher Price

+ Dave Sanders

+ David Sidney James Hawker
+ Diane E. Hoffmann

+ Donald & Julia Schmidt

+ Dr. Craig Chasseur

+ Dr.Harvey L. Shubert

Einzig Family Fund

« Elizabeth Anderson & David Stahl
+ Erik Bergman

« Erika L. Todd

+ Eugenio Garcia

+ Franklin Mutual Insurance Company

+ Gillis de Langen

+ Greater Kansas City Community
Foundation

+ Harold W. Sweatt Foundation

Hirth Family

In Memory of Brenda Wagner

Isa Schoier

Isabel & Michael Thornton

Jackie and Josh Rubin

JALA Dollar Fund

James M. Walker & Esther V. Weiss
Walker

Jeffrey Stanley & Lauren Beaudon
John Wooley and Ann Kim

Johnson & Johnson - Cybergrant
Joshua L. Sohn

Katelyn Louise Isa Best & Anna Best
Kathleen Knight

Kenneth & Shirley Walker Chartiable
Fund

Kevin & Sarah ONeill

Kevin Costa

Kiersten Kranberg Charitable

Lara Deam - Hedberg Foundation Inc
Lauren K Kaplita - Kaplita Family
Foundation

Laurie Petronis Family Charitable Fund
Leaping Lizard charitable giving fund
Lisa Kelly and Marc Osborn

Litzke Fund

Martin N Krasney

Matthew A. Namer

Maurits Schouten

Max Li

Michael Sanders

Michell Marshall-Aetna

Michelle S. Barry Charitable Fund
Mr & Mrs Joseph P. Passanante
Mrs. Kiersten Kranberg

Naomi Spector & Colin Marshall
Octavio and Kerry Siani

Omidyar Network Fund

PAC Match

Patrick Sebel

Paul Chaplan

Paul Hellman Foundation

Peter Sterling Satre Charitable Fund
Q Labs LLC San Francisco

Richard and Helaina Kravita

Robert L Coffey

Robin and Todd Hagemeyer
Charitable Fund

Rottersmann Mackenzie Family
Fund- Houston Jewish Community
Foundation

Sadie Lindner - Betty Lindner
Foundation

Samantha Yeager

Sarah Brodie

Sarah Burns

Sarah Wexner

Scott & Laura Helen Murray Charitable
Susan Gordon & F. Gregory Barnhart
T.Rowe Price Charitable

The Matson- Muth Charitable Fund
The Annie & Ira Solidarity Fund
The Arcidicono Family Fund

The Block Cogan Tzedakah Fund
The Earthist Fund

The Family of Kot Lailert &

Phil Rogaway

The Houghteling Ransohoff

Family Fund

The Kiley-Nivola Family Foundation
The Nuer Foundation

The Slote Giving Fund

The Soong Family Fund

The Wagner- Litzke Fund

The Wiesinger Andrews Fund
Timothy Brightbill

Tracy Koncilja &Aaron Shur

UK Online Giving Foundation
William & Amanda Nagengast

Yen Family

www.rainforestcoalition.org
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Coalition for Rainforest Nations

Support

our Climate
Movement.
Save th
Ralnfore

Y
Rainforest nations feel the brunt of |
the climate emergency daily., ; i W

Only concerted national actlcpn can everse
deforestatlon and help reduqe emis |ont


https://www.rainforestcoalition.org/donate/

